
#Choose2BKind:	
Building	Community	Through	
the	Exchange	of	Empathy







The future of civility in America needn't be dismal. It isn't 
true that nice guys finish last -- if they are also smart... 
I think the new century is going to be a century of 
connecting. Those (individuals and organizations) that look 
at others with inherent value will succeed.

-P.M. Forni





15	Principles	of	Civility

Pay	attention		|		Listen |		Speak	kindly		|		Assume	the	best |		Respect	others’	opinions		|		Respect	other	people’s	time	and	space	 |		Be	inclusive		|		Acknowledge	others		|		Accept	and	give	praise		|			Apologize	earnestly		|		Assert	yourself		|		Take	responsibility |		Accept	and	give	constructive	criticism		|			Refrain	from	idle	complaints		|		Be	a	considerate	guest



Vision
We	choose	to	be	a	model	of	civility.

Mission
Valuing	diversity,	we	choose	respect,	
compassion,	empathy,	and	inclusiveness	as	
essential	to	our	quality	of	life.



Partners



Kindness	Creates	Community
Signature	Events	&	Classes

● Coding	for	Community	Hackathon
● Pass	it	On	Book	Campaign	
● #choose2Bkind	sidewalk	art	&	bumper	stickers
● Human	Library
● Meet	the	Authors:	White	House	Social	

Secretaries
● How	to	Identify	and	Address	Fake	News
● Community	Dialogue	Circles
● Understanding	and	 Supporting	Transgender	&	

Gender	Non-Conforming	Youth
● The	Longest	Table
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2010: The Role of Civility in Democracy

2011: Building a Responsible, Bully-Free Community

2012: Would It Kill You to Be More Civil?

2013: OMG to AARP: Bridging the Multigenerational Divide

2014: The Ball’s in Your Court: Can Civility and Sports Coexist?

2015: Would You Say That to My Face?

2016 - 18: Kindness Creates Community

Choose	Civility	Themes	





2016-2018:	Kindness	Creates	Community















A	WORLDWIDE	MOVEMENT	FOR	SOCIAL	CHANGE

DON’T	JUDGE	A	BOOK	BY	ITS	COVER

"The	Human	Library™	is	designed	to	build	a	positive	framework	for	
conversations	that	can	challenge	stereotypes	and	prejudices	through	
dialogue.

The	Human	Library	is	a	place	where	real	people	are	on	loan	to	readers.

A	place	where	difficult	questions	are	expected,	appreciated	and	
answered."

www.HumanLibrary.org



Our	17	Human	Library	Books	included:
●People	with	bipolar	disorder	and	depression
●People	of	the	Muslim	faith
●Members	of	the	LGBTQ	Community
●A	Parsee	Zoroastrian
●Person	in	an	Arranged	Marriage
●Immigrants from	several	countries
●Victim	of	a	Hate	Crime
●Allan	Kittleman,	Howard	County	Executive

In	March,	2016,	Howard	County	Library	
System	became	the	first	public	library	in	
Maryland	to	host	a	Human	Library	event.



HCLS	Human	Library	Goals

●Connect	members	of	the	Howard	County	
community	who	might	not	otherwise	interact
●Facilitate	a	radical	exchange	of	empathy	
between	community	members
●Teach	participants	about	Othering,	and	help	
them	see	around	it
●Encourage	People	First	language	and	actions,	
reject	"they"	groupings
●Connect	Choose	Civility	with	current	
community	engagement	needs
●Further	establish	HCLS	as	a	community	center	
where	everyone	is	welcome	



Alan	Simpson
Assistant	Manager,

Savage	Branch

Rohini	Gupta
Adult	Curriculum	Specialist,

Administrative	Branch

Allison	Jessing
Events	&	Seminars	Manager,

Administrative	Branch

HCLS	Human	Library	Committee
HCLS	Human	Library	Committee



HCLS	Human	Library	Books



Many	Books	brought	
personal	and	cultural	

objects	to	help	illustrate	
their	personal	story.







More	than	200	people	participated	
in	our	inaugural	event.



Some	participated	in	
friend	groups	and	as	a	

family	activity.

Many	checked	out	
multiple	Books.





Human	Library	2018
Saturday	March	17,	1-5	pm	

Miller	Branch
Human	Books	include:	
lA Veteran with PTSD
lAn Immigrant 
lMembers of the Jewish, Muslim, Mormon and Hindu Faith Communities
lA Person with an Invisible Illness 
lA Survivor of Domestic and Sexual Violence 
lA Woman of Color & Member of the LGBTQ Community  
lA Single Mother & Survivor of Suicide Loss

Apply to be a book at bit.ly/2018HumanLibrary or participate as a reader! 





July	30,	2016

Historic	Flooding	ravages	downtown	
Ellicott	City,	MD.	



The	Longest	Table:	Tallahassee

The	Longest	Table:	Dayton











On	the	Menu:
lGarden	salad	and	
dressings
lChicken	Fettucine	with	Dill	
(Vegetarian	version	also	
available)
lGourmet	Breads
lAssorted	desserts
lUnsweetened	iced	tea	and	
chilled	spring	water

















Thanks	to	our	generous	sponsors:

Platinum
Downtown	Columbia	Arts	and	Culture	Commission
Institute	of	Museum	and	Library	Services

Silver
Columbia	50th	Birthday	Celebration
Friends	of	Howard	County	Library	System
#OneHoward

Supporter
United	Way	of	Central	Maryland

In-Kind
BrightView
Columbia	Association
Howard	Community	College
La	Prima	Catering
Roving	Radish
Seasons	52

Presented	in	partnership	with	Howard	Community	College,	Howard	County	Chamber	of	
Commerce,	Howard	County	Economic	Development	Authority,	Howard	County	Library	System,	
Howard	Hughes	Corporation, Leadership	Howard	County,	and	#OneHoward



How can YOU get involved? 
● Apply to be a Become a Choose Civility Partner Organization
● Apply to be a Human Book at the Human Library! Apply at 

bit.ly/2018HumanLibrary. Or, attend the Human Library as a Reader! 
● Volunteer to be a Table Host at the next Longest Table on June 16, 2018.  Sign 

up at bit.ly/LongestTableHost
● Attend any of our Choose Civility classes or events
● Become a Choose Civility Partner Organization

Visit ChooseCivility.org or 
HCLibrary.org for more information! 



SAVE	THE	DATE:
March	17,	2018	- Miller	Branch June	16,	2018	– HCC	Campus

2nd	Annual	Human	Library	 2nd	Annual	Longest	Table	
Dinner

Learn	more	at	ChooseCivility.org
Questions?	Email	Alli.Jessing@HCLibrary.org

410.313.7798

THANK	YOU!


